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CCOLD OPEN
EXT. MALCOLM S FRONT YARD — DAY

We are close up on MALCOLM who | ooks resigned (shoul ders
droopi ng, hands thrust deep in pockets), as if things have
happened over which he has no control (as usual). At first we
don't hear background noi ses, but they build in volume as he
speaks. (SFX: background noi ses growi ng in volume: coughing,
retching and spitting, with occasional npans, and the sound of
two distant fire engines' sirens, comng closer.)

Mal col m speaks to canmera. He says: "In the few short years that
I've inhabited this Earth, | have nmanaged to rmake sone persona
observations. For exanple: for every famly there is a day of
the week they can't quite handle. 1In the case of this fanily,
it's Wednesday. | was born on a Wednesday, and if | live to be a
hundred, nore of my birthdays will fall on a Wdnesday than on
any other day. | worked it out.

( BEAT)

And | don't exactly know why, but every tine something bad
happens, it's on a Wednesday.

( BEAT)

And it's usually ny fault. Everything's my fault. [It's not
fair."

We then widen to reveal that the front door of the house is open
and thick gray snmoke is billowing out of it. The rest of the
famly (LOS, HAL, REESE, DEVEY) are in a | oose group behind

Mal col m hol ding on to each other for support, bent over coughing
and retching, eyes closed tightly, red and streaming with tears,
mucus pouring fromtheir respective noses. They w pe everything
on anything they can find - hands, sleeves, each other, whatever.
It's as if they have been attacked with Mace.

Qddly, Hal is wearing full makeup (because of his tears the
eyeliner has run) and lipstick, and is also wearing some of Lois'
clothes (frizzy black wi g, stockings, boustier, heels). Lois is
dressed in Hal's tuxedo, without makeup.

Mal col m conti nues to speak (shrugging his shoulders in
resignation): " And today is Wdnesday, so what do you expect ?"
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Two fire engines (water carriers) arrive noisily at the driveway.
(SFX: | oud klaxons (horns), tires skidding on gravel, conpressed
air rel eased by brakes.)

We cut to:

EXT. THE FI RE ENG NES — DAY

A total of seven firenen junp out and unfurl hoses, etc. FIREVAN
#1 and FI REMAN #2 don breat hi ng apparatus and run one hose into
the open front door and the snmoke. The hose fattens visibly as
water is punped into it. FIREMAN #3 and FI REMAN #4 —wi t hout

br eat hi ng apparatus —run anot her hose down the side of the house
towards the back. It too fattens as water is punped into it.

FI REMAN #5 —the captain —surveys the scene, hands on hips.

FI REMAN #6 —a paranedic —pulls out a nedical kit and wal ks
swiftly toward the famly group.

FI REMAN #7 grabs an ax and starts to run with it past the famly
group towards the house, but Lois, despite her obvious physical

di stress, suddenly reaches out and grabs himvery firmly by the
arm Lois says (coughing, but with firmess): "Not in ny house,
you don't."

As she grabs the fireman's armthe sudden restraint causes himto
swing round and fall. W go to SLOWVMOTION. Firenman #7 —as he
falls —lets go the ax, which arcs in slow notion towards

Mal col M's head. (SFX: the whipping sound of the handle of the

sl owl y—spi nni ng ax.)

W cut to Malcolm who ducks in a matter-of-fact manner —Iike
this kind of thing happens to himall the tine —and the ax sails
past himand off screen. (SFX the ax enbeds itself with a | oud
metallic thud in the passenger door of the fanmly car.)

The camera swings to show the ax enbedded in the passenger door
and then sw ngs back to Mal col mas he straightens up. WMalcolm
speaks (with exasperation): "See what | nean? Wose fault do you
think that is? It's just not fair!"

W cut to ROLL CREDI TS.

FADE | N

I NT. THE FAM LY KI TCHEN — DAY

Lois is cooking - pans are boiling on the stove with
unidentifiable "things' in them She has a cookbook open, close

to her face, as she looks at it and touches each of the
i ngredients arranged on the table in front of her - as if
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checking that she has everything. Hal is sat at the far end of
the kitchen table, hiding behind a newspaper. The back door
opens.

The three boys walk into the kitchen fromthe back yard. They
dunmp their backpacks just anywhere. Lois is still behind the
cookbook but she doesn't miss a thing. Lois speaks, firmy:
"AWAY! Put those away. Don't |leave themout for nme to tidy up.
I"'mnot your slave and this is not a hotel."

The boys | ook at each other but don't nove to obey. Malcolm
speaks to camera: "Whoever heard of a hotel with slaves? It
doesn't mmke sense.

( BEAT)

No wait, it does.

( BEAT)

Mon? Can | have a burger?"

Reese | ooks warily at the pans on the stove, then speaks: "Yeah,
me too." Dewey |ooks at both Mal col mand Reese. He's not going
to mss out. Dewey speaks: "Can | have one too, Mnf

( BEAT)
Pl ease?

Al'l three head for the refrigerator even as Lois begins to
respond. She |owers her cookbook, slightly exasperated, then
says: "But I'mcooking ...Ch, yes, all right, but only one each
and one bun each - | don't want you using up all the buns again.
Hal, remind ne to get a giant bag of sesane seed buns from work.
We can freeze themand they' Il last |onger.

( BEAT)

And veget abl es or sal ad. You boys nake sure you eat sonething
green with those burgers."”

She rai ses the cookbook back to her face. Hal responds to her
absent —i ndedly from behind the newspaper. He says: "Yes, dear."

The boys ignore her. They work as a snoothly—oiled team —t hey
have done this before, nmany times. Malcolmpulls three unfrozen
burgers froma pack and throws theminto a pan that Reese has put
on a spare hob on the stove. Reese splashes in sonme olive oil,
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Mal col mturns on the gas, Dewey pulls six sesane seed buns out of
a pack, takes them apart and spreads them out on the table.

Mal col m speaks to canmera and explains: "This is neat. W worked
out that if you use two buns for each burger, you can put on

twi ce as nmuch relish —or ketchup —and you get points for eating
nmore bread and sesanme seeds, which are good for you —I think.

I's that cool or what?"

Dewey spoons |l arge quantities of hot dog relish (which has a
green col or, thereby satisfying Lois' requirenent that they eat
somet hi ng green) onto each bun as the burgers begin to sizzle in
t he pan.

Mal col m continues to speak to camera: "And as |ong as we use
olive oil we're eating healthy, so who's gonna conpl ai n?

( BEAT)

Did you know that one burger gives you twenty five grans of
protein? That's like over half ny daily requirenment. | |ooked
it up.

Mal col mturns back to the task of cooking the burgers. He and
Reese jostle for control of the pan handl e, and Reese w ns,
grinning briefly at Malcolm Ml colmscows briefly at Reese,

pi cks up a spatula and pokes at the burgers. Dewey continues to
heap relish onto the buns until he has enptied the jar.

Lois | owers her cookbook again briefly in order to | ook at Hal.
She says: "Hal ? Make sure they get sonething other than just a
burger."

Hal replies, still absent-m ndedly from behind the newspaper:
"Yes, dear."

Dewey gets three large plates froma cupboard and places them on
the table. He clunsily picks up the relish-laden buns fromthe
tabl e and dunps themonto the plates, leaving piles of relish on
the table.

Dewey then goes to the refrigerator and picks out three cans of
soda. He looks around to see if anyone is watching and then
briefly but vigorously shakes two of the cans.

Mal col m and Reese col | aborate on noving the hot pan to the table:

Reese handl es the pan, Ml col muses the spatula to put the
burgers onto three of the relish-Iaden buns.
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Reese puts the pan back on the stove (the hob is still on full),
Mal col m dunps the spatula on the table, and each of the boys
piles their buns together to nake a nmound of dripping food. They
carry the plates and one soda each off to the living room and
drop onto the couch. The canera follows them

Dewey grabs the renmpte and switches on the TV. (SFX: cartoons on
the TV.)

The boys bal ance the sodas precariously on the couch and begin to
stuff the food into their mouths, nmuch of which falls back out
agai n.

We cut to:

INT. THE FAM LY KI TCHEN — DAY —A FEW MOMENTS LATER

Dewey' s soda can mani pul ation rmakes itself felt off-screen.
(SFX: faint sounds of cartoons on the TV foll owed by the sounds

of cans of soda being opened and ejecting their contents (over
Mal col m and Reese —they conplain Ioudly).)

O f-screen we hear an annoyed Ml col m say: "Urgh! Dewey! |'m
gonna get you for this!"

Then of f-screen we hear a nenacing Reese add: "And then |'m gonna
get you for this!"

Hal is still reading the paper and Lois is turning the pages of
her cookbook. W thout noving her gaze fromthe book, she reaches
out, pulls the now enpty but snoking pan off the hob and turns
the hob of f.

Hal speaks to Lois, still from behind the newspaper, sounding
intrigued: "Lois? Did you ever ... go to see the Rocky Horror

Pi cture Show?"

Loi s responds from behi nd her cookbook: "No. Wy?"

Still from behind the newspaper, Hal answers her, nonchal antly:
"Ch, just wondered. They're showing it at the novie theater |ess
than a week fromtoday. Next Thursday at 2am"”

Loi s pauses, | owers her cookbook and then says: "Why on earth are
they showing it at that tinme? Sounds |ike a msprint.

( BEAT)

Wiy? Are you interested? | didn't think you |iked nusicals."
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Hal | owers his paper, and says: "Ch, | don't. But this is ..
different. People go to the novie ... ah, dressed up. They
throw things and shout and stuff." He pauses, then raises his
paper again, and continues to speak: "You know we once di scussed
ah, dressing up. | ... ah, thought it might be ... ah, fun."

Lois' jaw drops, she looks slightly surprised then sniles al nost
shyly. She says: "Wy, Hal. Yes, | agree. It mght be fun.

Wy don't we go? W haven't been out in weeks. W could do with
sorme tinme off for good behavior."

Lois narrows her eyes —while still smling —as she | ooks past
Hal to the living room as if checking on the boys.

Hal clears his throat from behind his newspaper. He says: "OK
If that's what you want."

Lois continues to smle and says: "Do you think you can get into
sone ... ah, clothes?"

Again Hal clears his throat from behind his newspaper. He says:
"Ah, yes, K. If that's what you want."

Loi s rai ses her cookbook again and speaks from behind it. She
says: "Shouldn't you make sure they fit OK? This evening,
maybe?"

Yet again Hal has to clear his throat before speaking from behind
hi s newspaper. He says: "Yes, OK, good idea.

( BEAT)

After the boys have gone to bed.™

W cut to:

I NT. THE BATHROOM — NI GHT ( LATER THAT EVEN NG

Mal col m Reese and Dewey are preparing for bed. They are already
in their pyjamas (or whatever substitutes for them) and are

jostling for position at the sink.

Mal col m speaks to Dewey: "Dewey, | think | saw a big spider craw
into your bed."

Dewey pauses in his brushing. H's eyes w den but he pretends not

to be affected. He attenpts to nonchal antly continue brushing
his teeth, and responds only wth: "Unh—uh?"
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Reese realizes what Malcolmis doing. He follows up Malcolms
statenent: "Yeah, | saw it too, Dewey. Big and scruffy with |ong
hairy |l egs."

At that nmorment Hal wal ks by the open bat hroom door, wearing
boxers and a tee. He hears Reese's remark and | ooks down at his
own |legs. He says to no-one in particular: "That's a point —
"Il need to shave." He wal ks on past the bathroom door.

The boys finalize getting ready for bed. They continue to jostle
and fight and generally cause each other problens as they finish
brushing their teeth.

Mal col m and Reese continue to tease Dewey about the big spider
t hey supposedly saw earlier.

Mal colmtells Dewey: "Really big spiders make a ki nd of
scratching sound as they clinb up walls and into beds."

Reese confirns this: "Yeah, and really big nasty hairy spiders
al so have big teeth Iike that kid in your class with the fangs
and they can give you a nasty bite if you nove suddenly when
they' re wal ki ng over you."

W time cut to:

| NT. THE BOYS BEDROOM —NI GHT (A FEW MOMENTS LATER)

Dewey's eyes are still w de when Hal conmes in to the bedroomto
tuck the boys in and read Dewey a bedtinme story. Dewey clutches
at the bed covers and pulls themup over his nose so only his

wi de eyes are visible.

Hal doesn't notice —his thoughts are el sewhere (on preparations
for the evening) —and he picks up one of Dewey's bedtine story
books, doesn't notice it is upside down and proceeds to read a
short, conpletely nade up story that makes no sense and ends with
" and they all lived happily ever after, the end."

Hal ki sses Dewey good night, says good night to Ml col mand Reese
(who consider thenselves too old to be kissed good night),
switches off the main bedroom|ight and cl oses the door.

In the noonlight we can see Dewey's wi de eyes widen still further

as Mal col m and Reese surreptitously scratch their fingernails
agai nst the bedroomwall.
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W cut to:
I NT. THE MASTER BEDROOM — NI GHT (A FEW MOMENTS LATER)

We see Hal going through Lois' drawers, pulling out various itens
of lingerie and hol ding them against hinself, looking in a mrror
to see howthey fit. Although he has shaved his | egs he has not
shaved anything el se and his chest is hairy.

W cut to:
I NT. THE LI VI NG ROOM — NI GHT (A FEW MOVENTS LATER)

Lois is sitting on the couch watching the weather report on the
television. The weather girl reports a heavy rainstorm headi ng
into the area. Lois gets up and opens the door leading to the
hal | way and the bedroonms. She calls softly to Hal: "Hal? Make
sure all the big windows are closed. There's a storm heading
this way tonight." She goes back to the couch and puts her feet

up.
W cut to:
I NT. THE MASTER BEDROOM —NI GHT (A FEW MOMENTS LATER)

Hal has on Lois' slinky black |ace underwear, stockings,
suspenders and frilly black boustier. He grins and says in a | ow
voi ce: "Better and better. Lois always gets a little scared by
stornms.” He continues to | ook for itens of clothing.

W cut to:
I NT. THE BOYS BEDROOM — NI GHT ( SOVE TI ME LATER)

The canmera pans over the three boys in their beds. Reese is
lying on his back and has a large plastic sword clutched to his
chest. He is asleep with a big snmile on his face.

Dewey is invisible beneath all the bedcl othes and where his head
lies on the pillow, all we can see is a |arge brown paper bag
with two eye holes cut init, facing to the side away from

Mal col m and Reese. The canera noves closer to the holes and we
can see Dewey's eyes inside, still w de open.

When the canera noves to Malcolm he turns over in bed restlessly
and awakens. He licks his lips —he is thirsty —so he gets out
of bed and the canera follows himas he wal ks out to the bathroom
to get a drink.
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We see him pour and then drink a large glass of cold water, and
the canmera follows himback to the bedroom As he passes the
mast er bedroom the door is ajar and we can see Hal's reflection
ina full length mrror.

We cut to show Malcolmis face at an angl e.

Mal col s eyes widen in anazenent, his jaw drops. He turns to

|l ook directly at the camera and whi spers hoarsely: "Am |
dreamng? | nust be dreaming. Wit a minute." He pulls his
ears, ruffles his hair, pushes his nose upwards hard with one
finger, crosses his eyes and sticks his tongue out. Hi s tests
for being awake conplete, he says softly to canera: "No, | think
I"mdefinitely awake. He turns back to | ook through the bedroom
door at his father, now sporting a large frizzy black w g.

Mal col mturns back to the camera and says: "No-one will believe
this! Unless...". He scurries back to the boys' bedroom

foll owed by the camera, and quietly |ooks through various drawers
and piles of things, making sure not to wake the others, until he
finally finds what he is |looking for: a Pol aroid camera.

The canera follows himback to the master bedroom Ml col m
crouches down | ow at the open door and ains the canmera at the
mrror, in front of which his father is still posing. He fires
off a shot and the flash tenporarily blinds Hal. Malcolm
scurries back to the boys' bedroom and quietly closes the door.

W cut to:

| NT. THE MASTER BEDROOM — NI GHT (A FEW MOVENTS LATER)

Hal is still blinking fromthe flash. He says to no—-one in
particular: "CGosh. That was fast. | never saw a stormnove in
so quickly." He goes to check the wi ndows behind the curtain.
We cut to:

EXT. THE VI EW OF THE MASTER BEDROOM W NDOW — NI GHT

We see Hal in drag checking the windows as two elderly |adies
wal k by with a small dog. They turn as they see the curtain
move, showing Hal in the light fromthe bedroom ELDERLY LADY #1
turns to ELDERLY LADY #2 and says haughtily: "I think soneone
should tell Lois about Epilady..." They wal k on.

W cut to:
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I NT. THE BOYS' BEDROOM — NI GHT

Mal colmis sat on his bed checking the devel opnent of the
phot ograph. He has to tilt it to look at it in the available
light. W look at the photograph over his shoulder. He has
caught the reflection of Hal full frontal and posing.

W cut to:
I NT. THE LI VI NG ROOM — NI GHT (A FEW MOVENTS LATER)

Lois switches off the TV, turns out the living roomlight and
goes out of the door into the hallway |eading to the bedroons.
The canera follows her as she goes to the boys' bedroom door,
opens it and checks i nside.

Mal colmis in bed, eyes closed, but we can see a corner of the
phot ograph sticking out fromunder his pillow Lois doesn't see
it. She crosses to the wi ndow and checks that it is closed, then
quietly | eaves the room shutting the door on her way out. The
camera noves down to the eye holes in Dewey's brown paper bag.
Hi s eyes are cl osed.

W cut to:
I NT. THE MASTER BEDROOM — NI GHT (A FEW MOMENTS LATER)

Hal is posing on the bed, disporting hinself in drag in front of
Lois. Lois laughs loudly then clanmps her hand over her nouth.

Hal says: "That stormnmoved in quickly. There was a huge flash
of lightning a few m nutes ago —but | haven't heard any thunder
yet." He looks a little puzzled.

Lois clinbs onto the bed and lies fully dressed facing Hal. She
says: "l've had a thought."

Hal grins m schievously and replies: "Oh, yeah?"

Lois smles back and says: "Not that. Who are we going to get to
babysit the boys for this weirdos night out? Everyone we know
won't come near us.

( BEAT)

Especially if they could see you now. " She grins and noves her
eyebrows up and down.
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Hal grimaces and agrees. He |ooks thoughtful for a m nute and

says: "I could try the Gernan accent again. It worked on Ms
Forbes. 1'll give her a call tonorrow.

( BEAT)

Are you ... going to get ready for bed now?"

Lois answers: "Are you?"
Hal replies: "I'"'mready if you are.”

Lois pulls at sone of the hair on his chest. She says: "The
| east you could do is wax your chest. Hang on a mnute —I think
| have a sheet sonmewhere."

Lois gets up off the bed, and goes in search of her waxing kit.
We see her apply sone of the material to Hal's chest.

W cut to:

EXT. THE VI EW OF THE MASTER BEDROOM W NDOW — NI GHT (A FEW MOVEMI'S
LATER)

We hear the sound of the wax sheet being pulled sharply and Hal's
reaction (SFX: tearing sound followed by a | oud scream of pain.)

W time cut to:
| NT. THE CLASSROOM AT MALCOLM S SCHOOL — THE FOLLOW NG DAY

Mal col mand Stevie are next to the school conputer, talking.

Mal colmtells Stevie about his father's apparent fetish and shows
himthe Polaroid. Stevie says in his usual breathless way:
"l...can give you...a better picture...than this. Wtch."

He pl aces the photograph in a flatbed scanner attached to the
computer, calls up some photo editing software, scans the photo
and enlarges it. Hal appears larger than life on screen. Stevie
i nproves the brightness and contrast and then saves the file. He
prints a large copy on the color printer and hands it to Malcolm

Mal col m protests. He says: "Don't |eave the file on the computer
—I1 don't want everyone knowing my Dad's a —whatever he is."

Stevie sighs and deletes the file. At that point a teacher
enters the room Malcolmclasps the printout to his chest. The
teacher shoos the boys out, and in their haste they | eave the
Pol aroi d behind in the scanner.
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The canmera stays with the teacher, who lifts up the fl atbed
scanner cover and di scovers the Pol aroi d.

W cut to:
| NT. THE TEACHERS' COVMON ROOM AT MALCOLM S SCHOOL — DAY —LATER

There are numerous teachers present, in small groups, drinking
coffee or tea, sitting readi ng newspapers, talking. Enlarged
prints of the photograph of Hal in drag are circulating rapidly
anong them The principal enters the roomand sees the prints.
She recogni zes Hal from her many dealings with the boys' parents.
She is not anused however by the sight of himin drag.

She snatches one of the prints and nmarches out of the room
We cut to:

I NT. THE PRI NCI PAL'S OFFI CE AT MALCOLM S SCHOOL — DAY —A FEW
MOMENTS LATER

The principal picks up the phone, dials the hone nunber (she
knows it by heart) and Lois answers (SFX. we hear her voice off-
screen). The principal says: "lIs this Ml colnms nother?"

(SFX: we hear Lois' voice responding.) The principal says: "I
shoul d be very much obliged if you and your husband could be in
my office at 8.30 sharp tonorrow norning." She hangs up without
waiting for a reply.

W time cut to:

INT. THE PRI NCI PAL' S OFFI CE AT MALCOLM S SCHOOL — DAY —THE
FOLLOW NG DAY ( \EDNESDAY)

We see the principal showing Hal and Lois the printout of himin
drag. Hal squirnms, pink with enmbarrassnment, Lois is al nost
purple with anger. W hear the principal say: "lI'msure that
this is pernmissible in today's nmoral clinmate but | do not think
it appropriate for you to circulate such nmaterial in nmy school

Pl ease do not let it happen again. Good day."

She stands up and gestures to the door. Hal and Lois
(spluttering) |eave the office. The canera follows themout into
the hallway where a couple of relatively young wormen teachers

| ook at Hal and their eyes and nouths wi den in recognition. They
wal k by, trying hard to suppress their giggles which erupt as
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soon as they are past Hal and Lois. The unhappy parents try to
escape fromthe school without further enbarrassnent.

We cut to:

INT. THE FAM LY CAR —DAY —A FEW MOMENTS LATER

Hal has a pai ned expression on his face. He says: "Wuat | don't
understand is where the hell that picture came fromin the first
place. He starts the car and asks: "Wat day is it today?"
There is a pause and both their faces show recognition at the
same tine. They turn to face each other and al nbst shout in

uni son: "MALCOLM "

We cut to:

EXT. THE PLAYGROUND AT MALCOLM S SCHOOL — THE SAME DAY

It is still Weful Wdnesday. The Krel boynes (LLOYD, DABNEY,
ERASERHEAD) are neeting with Malcol mand Stevie to discuss the
phot ogr aph.

Er aser head speaks: "I think you're getting off lightly. M Dad
wears a diaper and a baby bonnet and my Mum has to spank himwth
some sticks of celery".

LI oyd speaks: "Yours too? | thought | was the only one who
had. .. speci al parents."”

Dabney chips in: "No, | think we're pretty much in sync as far as
that goes. Malcolms the odd one out."

Stevie says: "And I...used to...like celery.

Eraserhead brings them back to focus on nore inportant matters.
He says: "How are we doi ng on components for the Fart Al yzer?"

Mal col m has been out of the |oop. He says incredulously: "The
what ?"

Dabney explains: "The FartAlyzer. An instrunent to analyze farts
as a way to classify the lesser elenments in the school." He adds
proudly: "It was my idea."

Mal colmisn't usually that enthralled with their nerdi shness, but

in this case he thinks it's a laugh and he goes along with it:
"Sounds cool...if sonmewhat elitist.”
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Ll oyd takes up the story: "W have a sanple provider who wll
meke avail able control materials on demand. It's Raynond ' The
Cheese' Cutter —you renenber when everyone came pouring out of
the classroom and they thought the drains had backed up? That
was The Cheese."

Dabney pipes up: "I know soneone who can get us an atom c

absor pti on spectrophotoneter.”

Eraser head adds: "I know soneone who can get us an oxyacetyl ene
cylinder.”

Stevie rouses themto action: "Then let's...get into...gear and
...doit!"

W cut to:
INT. HAL'S OFFI CE AT H'S PLACE OF WORK — DAY ( \EDNESDAY)

Hal | ooks around a little furtively and then picks up the

tel ephone. He dials a nunber that he reads froma snall piece of
paper, and we hear the voice at the other end of the phone (SFX
di stant voice of an elderly wonan.)

He says, in a stage Gernman accent: "Hallo? 1Iss ziss Mssiss
Vor pss?" W hear the voice respond (SFX: elderly woman's voi ce,
muf f 1 ed) .

He continues: "Fee haffn't nmet before, but a friend off mne
tellss ne zat you are eggssellent viss chiltren ass babyssitter.

| foss funterink iff you coot possibly babyssit mne kittiess for
me tonight, chust for a few hourss?"

He |1 ooks up to see his boss standing in the doorway | ooking
puzzled. Hal coughs and gestures that he will be free in a
monment, and his boss wal ks out of the doorway, |eaving the door
open.

The voice on the end of the phone gives a nuffled response that
sounds like "OK (SFX. elderly woman's voi ce saying muffled
"OK'.) and we tine cut to:

INT. LOS PLACE OF WORK — DAY ( \EDNESDAY)
Lois is in her uniformbut close to ending her shift. She is

using the last few mnutes to shop for her famly, using the
meager staff discount available. Craig is follow ng her around

i ke a puppy.
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Craig watches as Lois picks up a junbo size bag of sesane seed
burger buns and drops it into her trolley. He senses that she is
preparing for a barbecue. He says wistfully: "Do you know, |
can't remenber the last tinme someone invited me to a barbecue.
Did I tell you I was second runner up to Southern County W ener
Schnitzel ling Chanpion, three years running? The |adies used to
gather round in droves to watch ne schnitzelling ny w ener."

Lois |l ooks at himslightly askance. She says: "Craig, your
social life never ceases to amaze ne. |'msurprised you haven't
featured on Sixty Mnutes."

Craig doesn't get the sarcasmat first and initially beans as he
basks in what he thinks is a conmplinment. Then the penny drops
and so does his face as he says: "Ch." He stonps off ina fit of
pi que, leaving Lois to conpl ete her shopping.

W cut to:
| NT. THE FAM LY KI TCHEN —LATER THAT SAME DAY

Lois struggles in through the back door with arnfuls of bags of
shoppi ng. She sets them down on the table, pulls out the

enor mous bag of burger buns and proceeds to stuff it, with sone
difficulty, into the freezer. Lois hears a noise (SFX: the sound
of sonething heavy falling, off-screen) and shouts: "Hal? |Is
that you? You're hone early."”

The canera follows her as she wal ks through to the naster
bedroom Hal is partially dressed again in her lingerie, on his
hands and knees on the floor. He |ooks apol ogetic, and as he
gets to his feet he says: "Sorry, hun, | haven't quite nastered
the knack of getting into these stockings."

Lois | ooks at her watch and says: "You're getting ready way too
early. W aren't due to leave until alnmpst mdnight. | hope you
realize that after ruining all my clothes you' re going to have to
replace them"

Hal says: "Ah. | managed to arrange the babysitter sonewhat
earlier. | thought we could rmaybe manage a neal sonewhere where
they don't know us, before the show. You know, nake a ful
evening of it."

Lois | ooks pleasantly surprised and pl eased. She says: "Yes, K
"Il have to get a nove on though." She pauses for a nonent.
She says: "What will you tell the boys? W haven't dealt with
Mal col m properly yet."
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Hal has thought of that. He replies: "Ah, | had an idea about
that. We'll tell the boys that it's fancy dress —which it is,
in a way, sort of —and that way we don't have to deal with
anyt hing because it's all been just a tiny msunderstanding."

Lois grinmaces as she replies: "Hah! | mght swallow that but |
don't think the boys will and nor will that principal. | stil

haven't worked out what |'mgoing to do about that, but | suppose
your idea is just as good as any ot her crack-brained sol ution.

( BEAT)

Come here and let ne fix your nmakeup."

We cut to:

INT. THE FAM LY KI TCHEN — DAY —A FEW M NUTES LATER

The three boys al so come hone early. Malcolmcan see the bags of
groceries on the table and he shouts out: "Mon? Can | have a
burger pl ease?"

We cut to:

I NT. THE MASTER BEDROOM — DAY

Lois is putting mascara on Hal's eyes. She pauses as she shouts
back to Malcolm "Yes, all right, but use the buns in the
freezer. You'll need to thaw themin the mcrowave for about
twenty seconds each. Don't forget to have some greens with it.

( BEAT)

Your father and | are going out to a novie tonight so Ms Forbes
has agreed to conme and babysit. | want absolutely perfect
behavior all night this tine.

( BEAT)

Ch, and if she asks you anythi ng about Germany say you don't know
much English."

Hal | aughs. He says to Lois: "It worked |like a charm She
didn't even renmenber the address. There's sonething to be said
for having a poor menory after all.

( BEAT)
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Now ny boss wants nme to do it for himtoo. H's kids are even
worse than ours."

W cut to:
| NT. THE FAM LY KI TCHEN — DAY —A FEW MOVENTS LATER

Mal col m begi ns preparation for the usual doubl e—decker burger.
This tine he takes command. He tells Reese: "Reese, you're in
charge of Dewey. It's your job to safeguard the sodas."”

Dewey and Reese obtain three sodas fromthe refrigerator, and the
canmera follows themas they take theminto the Iiving room and
sit down on the couch, to watch TV while the buns are taken care
of by Mal colm (who is going to come through with the fare).

Reese | ooks to see if Malcolmcan see him raises his eyebrows at
Dewey, and vigorously shakes the can of soda he has brought
t hrough for Ml colm

W cut to:
| NT. THE FAM LY KI TCHEN — DAY —A FEW MOVENTS LATER

Mal col m begins to set everything in notion, and then realises he
still has to thaw the frozen buns in the m crowave.

He places six still—-frozen buns on a plate in the nicrowave, and
goes to put themon for twenty seconds each (1 minute 20 seconds)
—but m skeys and enters 12 minutes just as the Krel boynes arrive
and knock at the back door. Malcolmdoesn't see his error and
hits the START button on the m crowave, then goes to answer the
back door. The canera foll ows.

STEVI E, LLOYD, DABNEY, and ERASERHEAD greet him Stevie has an
enor mous contraption bal anced precariously on his wheel chair —
you can barely see himbehind all the junk that goes to nmake up
the Fart Al yzer.

Eraserhead pulls into view soneone who was hi dden behi nd the
group. It's THE CHEESE. FEraserhead introduces himto Ml col m
As Mal colmnods in greeting there is a slight but unm stakeabl e
sound (SFX: a small farting noise).

Ll oyd says to The Cheese: "Not yet! Not yet! W're not set up."
Dabney says to Malcolm "Do you have an external tap for a garden

hose? W need a source of water to work the vacuum so the
control sample can be sucked in."
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Si detracked, Mal col msays: "Yes, it's just around the side here",
pulls the pan off the hob and heads out into the garden with the
Krel boynes, forgetting the buns in the m crowave. The canera
nmoves towards the buns. They are al ready begi nning to snoke.

W cut to:
EXT. MALCOLM S BACK GARDEN — DAY —A FEW MOVENTS LATER

They connect the behenoth to the garden hose. The Cheese

provi des a generous sanple into the funnel attached to the input
line. Malcolmsees a piece of string attached to the side of the
contraption, and pulls on it as he asks: "What's this for?"

The Fart Al yzer works by sucking in some gaseous naterial and
burning it in a mxture of oxyacetylene gas and air to produce a
colored flane, through which light froma special |anmp shines
onto a detector.

By pulling on the string Ml col mhas suddenly increased the flow
of oxyacetyl ene gas dramatically, producing a large ball of flane
and igniting The Cheese's trousers in the process. The
oxyacetyl ene cylinder hose disconnects as the pile of junk nearly
bl ows up. Stevie, a prisoner behind the nachine as it sits on
his wheelchair, is wide—eyed with uncertainty.

Stevie says: "OwW...O0OW ...O0W ...0OW ...

Mal colm with sonme presence of mind, pulls the hose connected to
the water tap and turns the spray on the group, effectively
putting out the flames on The Cheese's trousers and drenching
everyone. The group | ook nenacingly at Ml col mand he backs away
with an uncertain smle on his face, disappearing around the side
of the house.

W cut to:
| NT. THE FAM LY KI TCHEN — DAY —A FEW MOVENTS LATER

Recei ving no food, Dewey and Reese cone back into the kitchen to
find out why. Reese notices the snoke in the m crowave, which is
beginning to work its way out into the kitchen. Foolhardily, he
opens the m crowave door.

The snoke and fumes rush out fromthe nicrowave, instantly

engul fing both of them and the canera follows the pair as they
run back towards the living roomjust as Hal and Lois —now fully
cross—dressed —enter the living roomfromthe hallway.
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They too are immedi ately affected by the toxic snoke and funes,
and they dash with the two boys outside to the front yard, where
they all cough and splutter, their eyes streaming with tears.
The canera foll ows them outside as snoke begins to pour out of
the open front door.

W cut to:
EXT. THE HOUSE OF A NEI GBOR OPPCSI TE — DAY — A FEW MOVENTS LATER

We see the neighbors | ook out through their |iving roomw ndow as
they nmake the call to 911 —as they have so nmany tines before —
and then shortly afterwards they come out into their front yard
to stand and watch the spectacle as it unfolds.

W cut to:
EXT. THE SIDE OF MALCOLM S HOUSE — DAY —A FEW MOMENTS LATER

Mal col m wal ks —hands in pockets —around the side of the house
to the front yard, having totally forgotten about the food, since
he hears the fire engines in the distance and he's curious. He
speaks to camera: "There's no way the Fart Al yzer triggered a cal
tothe fire station. | wonder what's going on?" He's al npst
knocked off his feet by two firemen rushing past himwi th a hose.

W time cut to:
EXT. MALCOLM S FRONT YARD (CONTI NUI NG FROM THE OPENI NG — DAY

FI REMAN #6 is tending to the family group, squirting water froma
washbottle into their eyes. FIREMAN #1 wearing breathing
apparatus energes fromthe front door of the house (where water
is gushing out of the open door) carrying a mcrowave cooker, the
door ajar, fromwhich gray snoke is still pouring fromthe now

bl ackened buns. He wal ks up to his captain, who is standing
hands on hi ps, overseeing the operation.

FI REMAN #1 speaks, his voice nuffled by apparatus: "This is what
caused it. There was no real fire. Someone put sesane seed buns
in here, left it on too long and the oil in the seeds caught
fire. That's like Mace, that is."

He turns to Hal and Lois, who by now are beginning to recover and
are able to see better.

FI REMAN #1 speaks admonishingly to Hal and Lois: "You want to be
nmore careful. Snoul dering sesane seeds are like tear gas. You
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don't want to | eave sesane seed buns in the nicrowave unattended.
That's asking for trouble.™

He | ooks at the house, then back to Hal and Lois. He continues:
"It'1l take about six hours for the snmoke to clear before you can
go back in there. [It'lIl take several days for the snmell to go
away. But you were |ucky."

Loi s snaps FI REMAN #6's arm away as he continues trying to

adm nister first aid. She shouts angrily at FI REMAN #1: "Excuse
me?! Lucky?! You call this lucky?! W're nearly gassed to
deat h, you've just drenched ny home with water when there was no
fire and you're telling nme we're |ucky?!"

FI REMAN #1, the captain (FI REMAN #5) and FI REMAN #6 all back away
uncertainly. Lois —who knows the firenen weren't the real cause
of it all —swi ngs around, peering through red, swollen, watery
eyes, looking for the obvious culprit.

She speaks in a low, growling voice: "Mlcoln? Were s Ml col n?"
The remaining firemen are already rolling up the hoses, preparing
to | eave. FIREMAN #7 cautiously approaches Lois. He wants to
retrieve his ax fromthe car door.

He asks Lois nervously: "Er... My | go get ny ax back, please?"
Lois snaps back: "NO | need it..."

She strides towards the car door, Hal follow ng her, attenpting
to cal mher down. Hal stammers: "Er...Honey? Sweetie? These
thi ngs happen. Er...You wouldn't do anything rash, would you?"
Lois wenches the ax out of the car door and then | ooks around
with a slightly crazed ook in her eyes. She doesn't really want
to hurt Malcom just scare hima little, and teach hima | esson.

She calls out to himin a slightly nenacing tone: "Ml coln? Ch,

Mal col n?? \Where are you, Malcoln? | want to have a word with
you..."
We cut to:

THE CAMERA GOES OVERHEAD
We see Malcolmhightailing it out of the garden and up the

street, as the canera rises into the air, |ooking down on a chain
of people as they run up the street: Ml colmat the head,
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foll owed a good way behind by Lois carrying the ax, Hal stunbling
in high heels, Reese, Dewey and FI REMAN #7

FI REMAN #7 wails: "Please let nme have it back. They' |l make ne
pay for it if | don't get it back.

( BEAT)
And pl ease don't get any blood on it..."
FADE OUT

THE END
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